Balochistan during World War I 

By Koopinator, 26-27 April 2020. revised on 5-8 May, 4 June, 23 June. Finalized 24 
November. 

Note that this is a seif-pubiished work written by a non-academic history enthusiast. 

Introduction 

I usually publish my research on historical on Wikipedia,'’ in order to reach the largest 
possible audience. However, with regards to this conflict, the details I am able to find are not 
material for writing a detailed history of the conflict without original research. Original 
research is forbidden on Wikipedia,^ and therefore I’ll resort to alternative means to get this 
research published. 

In this work I will look at each available online source for information on Balochistan during 
World War 1.1 will try to construct a timeline based on this available information, as well as 
estimate the geographic extent of Iranian Balochistan. 


Summary 

In 1897, Iranian Balochistan entered in open revolt against the Persian state. The revolt, 
which would spill over into the British Raj, lasted about 3 years, and ended with the 
recognition of Balochistan as an autonomous region within Persia. However, British 
Balochistan remained under foreign rule. Muhammad Umar Khan attempted to take 
Balochistan away from the British in 1900-1902, with the tacit support of Bahram Khan, the 
ruler of Iranian Balochistan, but was unsuccessful. British Balochistan would still prove fertile 
ground for revolt: In 1910, a revolt broke out against the British-supported Khan of Kalat, 
which would last until 1912, when an agreement between the British and the rebels led to 
rebel leaders being appointed to government positions within the region of Jhalawan. 

The outbreak of World War I initially brought little change to Balochistan. Small-scale raids 
were carried out from Iranian Balochistan into British territory in 1914, but the first truly 
significant action the Balochis undertook happened in May 1915, when the Balochis of 
Jhalawan once again rebelled against British rule. Sardar Khan Muhammad Zarakzai, the 
leader of the rebellion, was killed in August, but the rebellion continued. Encouraged by 
German agents, Bahram Khan fully joined the anti-British war effort in September 1915, 
invading the Kej valley. 

In 1916, the British took to the offensive, launching punitive campaigns into Iranian 
Balochistan and Jhalawan in March and June respectively. Both campaigns ended in victory 


^ https://en.wikipedia.ora/wiki/User:Koopinatoi1fPaqes i have written 

^ https://en.wikipedia.ora/wiki/Wikipedia:No original research 
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in August, with the British restoring order in Jhalawan and fully occupying Iranian 
Balochistan. 

The British withdrew from Iranian Balochistan in March 1924, returning it to its Status quo 
ante helium of being a Persian vassal state. It was fully integrated into the Persian 
government following a military campaign that lasted from 1928 to 1935. 

Iranian Balochistan 

Back to the Future: The Khanate of Kalat and the Genesis of 
Baloch Nationalism, 1915-1955 

Page 55 

“Utilizing the temporary weakness of the British forces at times of war, Bahram Khan also 
ravaged the Kej (Turbat) valley for many miles in September 1915. The Administrative 
Report for the year 1915-16 commented: The authority of the Persian Government has for 
many years past been non-existent in the whole of Eastern Persia from the borders of Seistan 
down to the sea-coast. For several years Mekran, which marches with Persian Baluchistan, 
had been untroubled by raiders, but in 1914-15 the lawless tribesmen, affected by the feeling 
of general unrest occasioned by the war and also probably instigated thereto by German 
agents, carried out a number of raids which culminated in the wholesale looting of the 
western portion of the Kej valley in September 1915 with an estimated loss to the people of 

property worth between 4 and 5 lakhs. 

Unable to take on Bahram Khan and other marauding bands militarily, the Makran Levy 
Corps was much shaken, both by feeling that Makran 'had been left to its fate by the 
Government' and by the 'exaggerated estimate of the power of the Turko-German forces in 
Persia.' It had just begun to recover with the Political Agent (PA) to Kalat, A.B. Dew, showing 
the administration's concern for Makran by touring the area in spring 1916 when, in April of 
that year, the British officers Hughes and Horst were murdered on the southern stretch of 
the broder at Mand by 'fanatics' from Persia. The British administration recounted that this 
outrage was no doubt partly due to Bahram Khan's success and partly due to German 
instigation. Although circumstances did not permit him to take vigorous action. Major Keyes, 
together with a reinforcement of two hundred troops, shortly advanced across the Persian 
border to pursue the culprits. In addition, the PA to Kalat negotiated a meeting with Bahram 
Khan that eventually took place at Mand on 10 May 1916, in the company of five hundred of 
Bahram Khan's armed men. As Dew reported to the AGG in Quetta on 14 June 1916, Bahram 
Khan not only agreed to look for the murderers of Hughes and Horst, but also promised to 
stop looting in British territories and end his relations with the Germans.’’^ 


^ Back to the Future: The Khanate of Kalat and the Genesis of Baloch Nationalism, 1915-1955 - Via 
Google Books. See https://books.aooale.nl/books?id=4nqMAQAAMAAJ . 
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Bahrain Khan, mentioned above, was a ruler of Iranian Balochistan.'* The text mentions how 
“lawless tribesmen” raided British Baluchistan from 1914 to 1915. Exactly when in 1914 did 
these tribesmen begin to raid? 4 August 1914, or the following days, seem likely - this was 
the day that Britain entered the First World War.® The tribesmen may have believed that 
Britain’s distraction with the war in Europe would be to their benefit. 

“Lawless tribesmen” strongly suggests that these were simply lone-wolf robbers, 
independent from any authority. However, it is possible that these were led by Bahram Khan, 
with the intent of liberating eastern Balochistan. Earlier British reports relating to a rebellion 
in 1900-02 by Muhammad Umar Khan use similar phrasing to describe Balochistan at that 
time.® On the other hand, in this earlier war, Bahram Khan had tolerated Muhammad Umar 
Khan’s invasion of Makran before later disavowing him following Britian’s invasion of Iranian 
Balochistan. It is possible that Bahram simply “tolerated” these Lawless tribesmen in the 
same way, at first. However, in September 1915, he was clearly going to direct war with the 
British. Reginald Dyer states in Raiders of the Sarhad that German agents had convinced 
the tribes of Iranian Balochistan that Germany had converted to Islam, and that Britain’s 
defeat was at hand.^ German agents had told a similar story to Omani rebels.® 

London Gazette 

In conjunction with the Russians a small force was maintained in Eastern Persia to ensure 
the tranquillity of this region and frustrate the activity of German agents. Raids on the lines 
of communication of the force were made by certain tribes of Persian Baluchistan, notably 
the Damanis of Sarhad. In order to .prevent these, and to control the Damanis, Brig.-Gen. R. 
E. Dyer, Commanding in Eastern Persia, moved a part of his force to Khwash in May, 1916. 

In July the hostile attitude of the Damanis necessitated punitive measures. The Damanis are 
divided into two main sections, the Yarmahomedzais .and the Gamshadzais. Brig.-Gen. Dyer 
determined to move to Gusht in order to intervene between these two sections, and to deal 
with each in detail. Operations in the vicinity of Gusht from 12th Julv to 29th July _ resulted 
in the capture of the bulk of the Yarmahomedzai flocks and herds, the infliction of 
considerable loss, and the separation of the two Damani sections. During this period several 
small .actions were fought under trying condi- »tions of climate and terrain, the chief 
engagement being one at Kalag, near Gusht, on 21st July. During August General Dyer 
traversed without opposition a large part of the Gamshadzai country, returning to KTawash 
on 24th August. On the 5th October, 1916, Brig.-Gen. Dyer returned to India on account of 
ill-health, and was succeeded in command of the Sistan force by Brig.-Gen. C. O. Tanner.' As 
a result of the above operations agreements were arrived at with the chiefs of the Damanis, 
by which they promised to pay certain fines and to refrain from future hostility. The fines 
imposed have now been paid in full, and the settlement has allowed of a portion of the Sistan 
force being withdrawn to Quetta. The troops maintaining a cordon in Sistan were engaged 

“At the beginning of the 20th century, Bahram Khan succeeded in gaining control of Baluch- lands.” 
https://en.wikipedia.ora/wiki/Historv of Balochistan#Medieval era 

-https://www.historvlearninqsite.co.uk/world-war-one/causes-of-world-war-one/the-british-declaration- 

of-war/ 

® https://archive.orq/details/frontieroverseas03indi/paqe/254/mode/2up pages 255 - 265 
- https://archive.orq/details/raidersofsarhadb00dverrich/paqe/16/mode/1up pages 17-18 
® https://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc 100023510026.OxOOOOOa 
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with hostile bodies on three occasions. At Lirudik on 13th April, 1916, a force of 70 men of 
the Punjabis with a party of levies, under Capt. A. D. Bennett, Punjabis, inflicted 
considerable loss, on a lashkar estimated at 700 men. At Kalmas, on 26th September, a party 
of 23 men of the Ldght Cavalry and 36 levies, under the command of 2nd Lit. Wahl, attached 
Light Cavalry, defeated a party of gunrunners, capturing a large number of rifles, 
ammunition, and camels. 2nd Lt. Wahl was killed on this occasion. Near Chorab, on the 24th 
March, 1917, a party consisting of 16 men of the Light Cavalry and one British officer and 25 
men of the Punjabis, the whole under the command of Captain J. A. C. Kreyer, Cavalry, 
attacked a gunrunner's caravan. The whole of the transport of 20 camels, as well as 447 rifles 
a.nd some 23,600 rounds of ammunition were captured.® 


Chronology 

Bold indicates speculation. 

4 August 1914: Lone-acting tribesmen raid British territory. Bahram Khan tolerates this 
and subtly supports them. 

September 1915: Bahram Khan, convinced by German agents that Britain’s defeat is at 
hand, directly goes to war with Britain. He captures vast swathes of territory that British 
forces are not able to immediately retake. 

April-May 1916: British invasion of Balochistan 

• April: Balochi forces cleared from the Britsh Raj 

• May: Invasion of Iranian Balochistan, attack on Kwash 

2 April onward - invasion of Yaramadzai territory. An extensive account of the conflict is 
available here, https://archive.org/details/raidersofsarhadb00dyerrich/page/22/mode/2up 
August 1916: British fully occupy Iranian Balochistan 

Page 63 

“The administration in Quetta was swift to react. On 28 February 1918 the Government of 
India sanctioned the dispatch of a punitive force to the troubled area, to which the Marri and 
Kethran tribes surrendered unconditionally on 8 April 1918.” 

This paragraph relates to the 1918 Operations against the Marri and Khetran tribes, which is 
extensively documented elsewhere. 


® https://www.theaazette.co.uk/London/issue/30360/supplement/11270 

http://www.kaiserscross.com/304501/478822.html 
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British Balochistan 


Wikipedia’s page on the Military history of the North-West Frontier mentions “Kalat 
Operations ( 1915 - 16 )”.^^ This text was added by UserFwdObserver on 18 August 2009It 
is “sourced” to a link to the Balochistan page, which makes no further mention of this conflict. 

Victory medals were awarded to soldiers fighting “At and south of Mastung in the Kalat State 
between midnight 31st May/ 1st June, and midnight 10th/ 11th July, 1915, and between 
midnight 4th/5th June and midnight i8th/i9th August, 1916.”^^, at “North West Frontier of 
India: Khelat (Kalat) State: 4 June to 18 August 1916”^'^, "At and south of Mastung, in the 
Kalat State, between 1st June, 1915 and 10th July, 1915, both dates inclusive.”^® 

A more detailed text about this conflict can be found in the Google Books preview for Naval 
and Military Despatches Relating to Operations in the War. 

“OPERATIONS IN BALUCHISTAN. 10. On May 28th, 1915, reports were received that the 
Khan of Kalat's treasury at Khozdar, 110 miles south of Kalat, had been looted. Owing to the 
insubordinate attitude of Sardar Khan Muhammad, premier chief of Jhalawan, who was 
reponsible for this outrage, it was thought that the trouble might spread. Military assistance 
was asked for by the Agent to the Governor-General and, with the approval of His Excellency 
the Viceroy, I accordingly authorized the despatch of a small column consisting of the 106th 
Hazara Pioneers and a section of Sappers and Miners, under the command of 
Lieutanant-Colonel A. LeG. Jacob, C.I.E., D.S.O., 106th Hazara Pioneers, to deal with the 
situation. The column reached Kalat on June 4th and subsequently visited certain 
neighbouring places. The presence of the troops rapidly restored order and prevented any 
spread of the disturbance; the rebel chief was declared outlaw by a jirgah of Kalat sirdars and 
fled. The column arrived back at Quetta on July 19th. In reporting these operations 
Lieutenant-General Sir M. H. S. Grover, K.C.B., K.C.LE., Commanding 4th Quetta Division, 
states that the troops made some very good marches at a trying season of the year."”^® 
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https://en.Wikipedia.orq/w/index.php?title-Militarv history of the North-West Frontier&oldid=987414 

532#1914%E2%8Q%931918 (First World Wari 
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https://en.wikipedia.ora/w/index.php?title=Militarv history of the North-West Frontier&diff=next&oldi 

d=3Q8657818 
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https://www.defence.aov.au/Medals/ Master/docs/lmperial/WWI/WWI-criteria-Victorv-Medal-1914-19- 

Australian-transcribed.pdf 

14 

https://books.google.nl/books?id=tl-HCwAAQBAJ&pa=PT4Q&lpa=PT4Q&da=%22Kalat%22+Septemb 

er+1915&source=bl&ots=3EMQGcK19t&sia=ACfU3U14IOP4TdJSJ2RiVPeMT5bvaeBilw&hl=en&sa= 

X&ved=2ahUKEwi8967Bz4bpAhUG36QKHW60DlsQ6AEwB3oECAkQAQ#v=onepaae&a=%22Kalat 

%22%20September%201915&f=false 

https://www.northeastmedals.co.uk/britishquide/ww1 1914 15 star award.htm 

https://books.qooqle.nl/books?id=ab1 JAQAAMAAJ page 83 
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Further information can be found on Google Books titled Administration Report of the 
Baiuchistan Agency. 

“Nawab Sardar Khan Muhammad, Zarakzai, the ringleader of the turubelent spirit in 
Jhalawan was, by order of the government of India, deprived of his title of Nawab and 
deposed from the Sardari, and his father, Nawab Haji Pasand Khan (who was Sardar before 
him) was reinstalled as Sardar. Mir Khan Moummad Khan was eventually killed on the 2th 
August by his brother Mir Nauroz Khan.”^^ 

"On the 25th of August 1915 Khan Muhammad Zarakzai was killed by his brother, Mir 
Nouroz Khan, while engaged in looting in the Musiani country. The Mengal Sardar was 
associated with Khan Muhammad in all these troubles and his tribesmen at his instigation 
looted the State Nisbat of Khozdar as well as the Government Thans. In the month of 
September Sardar Nur-ud-din proceeded to Quetta and made submission to the Hon'ble the 
Agent to the Governor-General"^® 

“Jhalawan” mentioned above is a region, and not a specific tribe.Anyway, it seems unlikely 
that order was actually restored in the Khanate of Kalat as stated - other sources record 
renewed conflict between June and August 1916. Despite my attempts, I am unable to find 
further info on the later battles in Mastung. My assumption is that Sardar Khan Muhammad 
wasn’t done fighting just yet in July. 


https://books.qooqle.nl/books?id=HQw7AQAAMAAJ page 127 
https://books.qooqle.nl/books?id=4C9BAQAAMAAJ page 142 
https://en.wikipedia.orq/wiki/Jhalawan 
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The Baloch and Balochistan: A Historical Account from the Beginning to the Fall of the 
Baloch State sheds further light on events preceding the 1915 Kalat uprising, as well as it’s 
defeat:^® 

With the news of the arrest of Mengal chief reaching Wadh, the 
tribes rose in a general uprising. The British authorities, with the 
help of loyal tribes in Jhalawan, were able to defuse the situation 
by fomenting division among the rebel leaders. However, in 1910, 
a clan leader of the Mengal tribe, Noor Muhammad Pahlawanzai, 
began a protracted guerilla war against the British authority and 
became a legendary and heroic figure in the Baloch history as Noora 
Mengal. By this time, the regions of Jhalaw an and Las Bela were 
seriously afflicted w ith the hit-and-run attacks by Noora Mengal and 
his companions. 

In 1910, Zehri and allied tribes under the leadership of .Mir Khan 
Muhammad Zarakzai demanded the release of Mir Shaker Khan 
Mengal and recognition of his son Mir Noordin Mengal as the chief 
of Mengal tribe. Receiving no positive response from the British 
authorities, Mir Khan Muhammad Zarakzai gathered a huge force 
and began hostile activities in Jhalawan region. After two years of 
confrontation, the authorities defused the situation by making Mir 
Khan Muhammad as the chief of Zehri tribes and bestowing upon 
him the title of Nawab in 1911. With the mediation ofNawab Khan 
Muhammad Zarakzai, in 1912, the authorities acknowledged Mir 
Noordin Mengal as the new' Mengal chief. 

Nawab Khan Muhammad Zarakzai and Sardar Noordin Mengal, 
however, resumed their armed activities against the British 
administration in 1915 (A.xmann, 2009). The Jhalawan area and 
Las Bela was engulfed in turmoil due to rebel activities. The 
British authorities immediately deposed Nawab Khan Muhammad 
Zarakzai as the Zehri chief. How'ever, Nawab Khan Muhammad 
Zarakzai gained much support from the Baloch tribes, and thousands 

266 


https://books.qooqle.nl/books/about/The Baloch and Balochistan.html?id=3fxYAAAAQBAJ 
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of fighters joined his rebel army. Emboldened by this in August 
1915, he planned to march toward Kalat for a final assault on the 
capital. However, his brother Mir Noroz Khan Zarakzai killed him 
on his way to Kalat (Naseer, 1979). After the death ofNawab Khan 
Muhammad Zarakzai, his rebel force scattered, and the British 
authorities announced a general amnesty for the rebels. 

In 1916, the Mengal tribes intensified their insurgency. Sardar 
Noordin Mengal and others who remained inactive for a while after 
the tragic death of Naw'ab Khan Muhammad Zarakzai began to 
mobilize the Baloch forces. Sardar Noordin Mengal, along w'ith few 
of his followers, went to Iranian Balochistan in order to seek external 
support for the Baloch resistance. In his absence, his followers, under 
the leadership of Mir Rasool Bux Mengal, increased their insurgent 
activities throughout Jhalawan. The British political agent in Kalat 
assembled a huge force to counter the rebellion and mobilized the 
loyal tribal chief for the purpose. On June 24,1916, an all-out attack 
was launched by the British forces against the rebel hideouts in 
Wadh (Naseer, 1979). Dozens of fighters from both sides were killed, 
including two English officers who were commanding the force. The 
British force also attacked the camp of Mir Rasool Bux Mengal near 
Gaj, killing many Baloch fighters. The British forces, for many days, 
continued to loot the Baloch settlements in the area and devastated 
the whole region before w ithdrawing to Kalat. 

The mission of Mengal chief in western Balochistan was without 
any success. Sardar Noordin Mengal, after finding no external 
support of any kind, returned to Jhalawan in August 1916 (Naseer, 
1979). A British force entered Mengal areas in search of Sardar 
Noordin Mengal. For obvious reasons, Sardar Mengal was unable 
to find enough fighters to resist the British force. The British forces 
surrounded the party of Sardar Noordin Mengal. He w'as arrested 
and sentenced to twelve years rigorous imprisonment. His other 
followers w'ere also awarded harsh sentences. 
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During First World War, the chief of Rakhshani tribe, Mir Rahim 
Khan Rakhshani, rebelled against the British, and from his base 
camp in Afghanistan, he made several successful raids on British 
convoys. Several British officials were killed in ambushes in Noshki, 
Mai, and Dalbandin areas. The British forces were unable to control 
the guerilla activities of the Baloch forces for many months. The 
British authorities, however, managed to contain the rebellion by 
arresting their leader Mir Rahim Khan Rakhshani with the help of 
Afghan officials in Kandahar. 

In 1916, General Dyer was sent to overcome an anti-British uprising 
of the Baloch tribes led by Mir Khalil Khan Ghamshadzai and 
Mir Jiand Khan Yarahmadzai in Sarhad (Dyre, 1921). In a battle 
near Koh-e-Taftan, the British forces defeated Sardar Jiand, and he 
surrendered to the British in Morpish. After capturing the fort of 
Khwash, General Dyer announced a general amnesty and released 
Sardar Jiand Khan; nevertheless, the Baloch chief continued to be 

268 
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In 1916, General D>'er w'as sent to overcome an anti-British uprismg 
of the Baloch tribes led b\’ Mir Khalil Khan Ghamshadzai and Mir 
Jiand Khan Yarahmadzai in Sarhad (D>Te, 1921). In a battle near 
Koh-e-Taftan, the British forces defeated Sardar Jiand, and he 
surrendered to the British in Morpish. After capturing the fort of 
Khwash, General Eh’er aimounced a general amnesty and released 
Sardar Jiand Khan; ne\ ertheless, the Baloch chief continued to be 
hostile toward the British and again arrested in July 1916 (D>Te, 
1921). 

The British suffered hea\yf losses m an ambush in Saindak region, 
and Sardar Jiand Yarahmadzai and other prisoners were freed by the 
rebels. On July 28, 1916, General EH er assembled a huge force and 
attacked the hideout of the Baloch forces m Gasht. Sardar Khalil 
Khan Ghamshadzai rushed from Jalk in aid of Sardar Jiand Khan 
Yarahmadzai but was ambushed and killed by the British forces 
before he was able to join the besieged Baloch forces. Sardar Jiand 
Khan Yarahmadzai was forced to surrender. He was taken to Quetta, 
and the Baloch uprising in Sarhad ended in less than a year. 


Back to the Future 

Relevant snapshots from Google Books. 

»aaaa« a maaaaaa a vaa «*•«« aaa a**^* aoa p^aaaiaa a aasa^a a a aaa a^avaa^naa aaaa^a 

separated and were ‘wandering fugitives in the hills’ hard pressed for 
supplies.^^ In addition it was found, in late July 1916, that Sardar 
Gurgnari and Sardar Mengal were on their return from Persian 
Balochistan and, having been refused protection by the nawab of 
Kharan. were ahmit to re-enter Jhalawan. Thev were eventiiallv 


captured near Wadh on 5 August. Khan Muhammad Gurgnari 
surrendered on 11 August. 

In total, 103 prisoners were arrested in early August 1916. Of these, 
thirty-six were transferred to Sindh and stood trial for dacoities 
committed there. The remaining sixtv-seven were tried in Ouetta bv a 


London Gazette 

OPERATIONS IN JHALAWAN. During the first half of 1916 considerable unrest existed 
amongst certain Jhalawan tribes of the Kalat State who had organised roving bands of 
marauders to terrorise the country. It was decided to send an escort with Lt-Col A.B. Dew, 
C.S.I., C.I.E., the Political Agent, Kalat, to restore order in that region. The services of this 


httDs://books.aooale.nl/books?redir esc=v&id=4naMAQAAMAAJ p61 
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officer in connection with these disturbances have been brought to favourable notice. The 
escort, under the command of Lt-Col C.L. Carter, Pioneers, and consisting of five British 
officers and 250 men of the Pioneers, one section Mountain Battery, one Indian officer and 
29 men of the 3rd Gwalior Lancers (Imperial Service Troops), and one section Field 
Ambulance, concentrated at Mastung Road on June 5th, and marched via Kalat into 
Jhalawan. In a series of well designed and executed operations during June, July and August 
in conjunction with the tribal forces, the rebel bands were rounded up, some 45 men being 
killed and a number captured. Order was completely restored by 11th August and the Kalat 
Column returned to Mastung Road, reaching that place on 22nd August. In reporting on the 
operations, Lieutenant-General Sir M.H.S. Grover, K.C.B., K.C.LE., Commanding 4th 
(Quetta) Division, stated that the operations under trying conditions of heat and bad water, 
etc., were skilfully carried out by Lt-Col Carter and reflected great credit on him and all ranks 
concerned. (London Gazette supplement 30360, p 11269-11274)^^ 


22 


https://qreatwar100reads.wordpress.eom/2016/06/2Q/mondav-monuments-and-memorials-elmes-poll 

ock-henderson-st-iames-cathedral-toronto/ 
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Chronology 

Bold indicates speculation. 

28 May 1915: Sardar Khan Muhammad begins his rebellion and loots Khozdar as his 

opening attack. 

28 May 1915: British forces are sent to Kalat to suppress Sardar. 

31 May-1 June 1915: En route to Kalat, British forces engage Sardar’s forces south of 
Mastung, and end up in a stalemate. 

10-11 July 1915: British forces engage and defeat Sardar’s renewed offensive at 
Mastung, who is then forced to retreat further and losing Khuzdar and Musiani in his 
retreat. 

25 August 1915: Sardar killed in last-ditch offensive on Kalat in Musiani. Forces continue to 
fight. 

5 June 1916: British forces advance from Khalat into Jhalawan 
24 June 1916: British assault on Mengal forces at Wadh 
15 July 1916: British assault on Mengal forces at Gaj 
11 August 1916: Jhalawan resistance collapses, conflict ends. 
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Geographic extent of Iranian Balochistan 

I have not been able to locate an accurate map of the extent of the quasi-independent 
kingdom of Balochistan. However, I have some clues that have led me to create my own 
map. 


Encyclopaedia Iranica 

After the death of Naser-al-Dm Shah in 1313/1896, the Baluch thought there was no new 
shah, and the absence of a Persian force fostered this delusion. Because of fear of the Kerman 
governor-general (Farmanfarma) there was no rebellion until he left Kerman. But in 1897 the 
Acting Superintendent in the Indo-European Telegraph Department at Jask was robbed and 
murdered while camping on an annual tour of inspection near the Rape river east of Jask. In 
the same year Sardar Hosayn Khan attacked Fahraj (Sykes, p. 132; Zarudnyi, p. 200) and led 
a general rebellion against the Persian government in the Sarhadd, Saravan, and Bampur, 
demanding reduction of taxes. This was refused and the revolt spread to Sarbaz, Dezak, 

Lasar, and Bampost. Hosayn Khan occupied Bampur, Fahraj, and Bazman and other places 
which had small Iranian garrisons, and controlled most of the northern part of the province, 
and several Baluch groups which had hitherto remained neutral in troubles between ruling 
families and the “Qajars” (as the Baluch now called Persians) joined him. A large Persian 
force sent from Kerman to restore order in 1897 was defeated. The uprising lasted about 
three years and finished only when Hosayn Khan was given the governorship—a major 
precedent .^3 


Reginald Dyer 

In his 1921 book The raiders of the Sarhad, being the account of a campaign of arms and 
biuff against the brigands of the Persian-Baiuchi border during the great war, Reginald Dyer 
extensively wrote about the British campaign in Iranian Balochistan in 1916, where he 
commanded British forces. He extensively described the battles against the local rebels, as 
well as the geographic extent of Iranian Balochistan (which he referred to as the Sarhad). 

One part that particularly comes in handy are pages 40-41: 


https://www.iranicaonline.orq/articles/baluchistan-ia 

https://archive.orq/detaiis/raidersofsarhadbOQdverrich 
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40 THE RAIDERS OF THE SARIIAD 

operate, their ways and customs, and the nature of 
the country in which they lived. 

A glance at the map will show the situation 
and boundaries of the Sarhad—literally meaning 
boundary. It will be seen that it extends from Jalk 
in the East to Galugan in the West. The Eastern 
part, from Jalk to Safed-koh, is held by a tribe 
known as the Gamshadzais, under their notable 
leader, Halil Khan. 

The central portion is held by the Yarmahom- 
medzais under J iand Khan, an elderly man, who has 
been undisputed chief, and a sort of over-lord of the 
whole of the Sarhad, for very many years. He has 
been looked upon by his own and neighbouring 
tribes as well-nigh a demi-god. As Jiand enters 
later, and largely, into this narrative all further 
description of him will be reserved till actual contact 
is established with him. 

Khwash—known also as Vasht or Washt—is the 
capital of the Sarhad, and is situated within Jiand's 
jurisdiction, although he is not the actual owner of the 
town. The word Khwash literally means “ sweet,” 
and, 1 believe, owes its name to the water, which is, 
by the way, quite warm when it appears at the 
surface of the ground in the immediate vicinity. 

The Western portion of the Sarhad, extending 
roughly from Khwash to Galugan, is held by the 
Ismailzais under their redoubtable leader, Juma 
Khan. 

All three of these tribes possess approximately 
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one thousand families apiece, and, of course, each 
family has many members, as well as large numbers 
of camels, and herds of sheep and goats. 

Each of these tribes, at the time of which I write, 
could muster, roughly, from one to two thousand 
riflemen, chiefly armed with Mauser rifles and 
modem ammunition. 

South of Robat lay a fourth tribe, the Rekis, 
fewer in number than any one of those already 
mentioned. This tribe was entirely friendly to the 
British, and, although nominally under a leader 
called Ibrahim, paid more heed to Idu, who, as I 
have already said, was one of the most remarkable 
men I have ever had the pleasure of meeting. He 
was also a Havildar (Sergeant) in the Chagai Levies ; 
a local force raised by the Indian Government. 

These various tribes all belong to the Sunni 
branch of the Mahommedan religion, and are of 
Arab origin. As a whole they are a fine-looking set 
of men, slim and graceful, with fine, intelligent faces, 
and aquiline features. Their hair is allowed to grow 
unrestricted, and falls in long black ringlets, on 
either side of the face, in true King Charles I. style. 
In fact, one of these men, with whom I afterwards 
made good friends, was nicknamed Charles I. on 
sight, as, with his flowing ringlets and short pointed 
beard, he bore such a strong resemblance to the 
pictures of that unfortunate monarch. 

These men are fine skirmishers, and will fight 
with the utmost bravery when well led, and have 


For whatever reason, Dyer does not bring up that these tribes were confederated under 
Bahram Khan. Elsewhere in the work, Dyer describes battlefields and other geographic 

features of Iranian Balochistan. 
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Frontier and overseas expeditions from India 


FL-OSTIFF ASr> OVKRSK IA EXPRlUr/OXS FRiiU tXhU. 

l*mrtran«l t In* inHii-linn*iit nf mu’Ii t ■* as h nI takon p.irt 

with liitn in lii.n rai<N. A'< t)i«‘ sitn.ition 
lt.Tr' '!"■ pn-M Hc- iri M.ikran ..i .i 

I’.ritish of}i«-4*r. C.iptain H. L. Sh'‘Wfr'-» 
Piilitiral AiTfiit. K.d.it. ua-^ (h-spati-lifi! afcnnijianii**! l»y fiv** 
B.iluchSanlar> with tw*-lvc iiioiiiit'*'! t«)ll(>w»*r>. ami an i'-rort of two 
British «*fli«»*rs (Ia••u1••nants W. <>. Brant and A. B. ^f'-rriinan) 
ami im*n, I't B durlu>* am! a DutTadar and 0 irn’ii of th'* Sind 

Tin* whoh* partv >aih‘d from Kara' hi ctn fin* l*Uh .lan\iarv and 
r**ai'h«*d Bw.nliir n'*\t diiv. At Bwadiir lh**v w.-r** tin t l»y Mtr 
M‘’linilla KItan. tin* Nazim, ^fir ^^*hrah. Bliliki. and oth« r K»*j 
Sardars. Tin* Nazim hid l>**»'n on th** pnnt o '•t f »r |)i/..ik. 

hut, «m r- i‘»‘ivi!ii; tin* m*W'< of tin* int**nd* il tour of t h** Bolitiral 
\::’*nt, h** di'^m'*^<' il his huth'. ir arid w.**il to tiwadtir. BaL'i.M';** 
and horsi*s took riim* liour^ t.» unload. (’itu •! i raiHp irt wupro* 
iMiP’d from Turhit throuoh tin* Nazim, who fan .it «•!! irt notirr 
havf l,<Mi04 am'‘U availahh* ami Tfa Iv for troops at Bivadnr. Tin* 
hire of a canv*! w.is ^ ipht annas a day. 

Ft was reportfil that ^^Ilhammad Hmir w.is rfsiilini; in the 
hiral fort with his frh nd Azam Khan, th** fhi<*f of tin* Ir.if* 
shall distri«-t. But tin* Snrtip r-'«jm str«l tli- PolitiiMl A;^'fnt to 
himat Diz'k. A< i’ordin:;!y U * h-ft Tump on th** IBh F*d)- 
ru.irv and inirfli-d hvth** Nihin" an 1 ''hiliri Kor rout**. I’li** first 
33 miles in oiir t.'rritorv, tie* rennitiim; <in'* 130 in I'»-rsia. The 
rountrv pas-..-*! thr ai-ili inrlmh-d tie* V>-v i ui districts .if IraBhau, 
Bampnsht. Sih .md Ihzak. 

fr.ifshan and Bainjmslit an* motintainous r»*ixi'Uis with few 
villacfs ami a 'lantN population. The 
inhahitauts joined to a man in the 
Kant.lar r.ii !. .iml h-arful of eon'-i*'jU.*nees th**y invari.ibly lied 
at the .ipproo h of the party. Th** fairly l-iru'-village "f ifonS 
was f.mnd l oiiiph-tely d**si-rt4*d. Th * inan h throu;;h this r.iuntry 
has ha«l .in * ^- .-Ihuit effect. The pHnlnh has been lifted from 

i*. ami til*' I ... the ]n>.ipl.‘ in the security of their 

mount.liri ■..• j a*'<.*s has h.*en ru<l*dv di.ik- a. At the s.im** tim*' 
it \< m e • .»rv to recoirnise that ih»* pursuit and capture of 


Irafalian and M-imptolit. 


Sibi and l>iMk. 


* Nuw I'JTlli Ilalui'lii*. 


MAKRAS. 2.^7 

A small hand of fiipitives. in such a tract, would Ih* a mutt.T 
of much diflii’ulty. and could only Is* accompli>hed if under¬ 
taken hv at least half .i r!.'Z*-n small .ind very mobile partu's 
of. sav. thirty im ii I'ach. The local Persian idrn iils are mani¬ 
festly piiwerless to helji U". Their I’ontrol fiver the trilws is iTf 
tile wi*ake**t ; ami if they sijcj-eed in reeoverini; from time tf< 
time some portion of the ri*vemi**. th. y do not hoth'*r their hea*Is 
ulKiut mmdi else. Thus the region forms .i v.*rit.ilile Alsatia for the 
horfh r mitl.iw, and if the pea.-e of K.il.iti >rikranisnot to Im- c.ui- 
tiiuially di'^turhed hv .ih-eondine inale«>nl<’nts. s..tn*- me,ms mu'^t 
lie f>mployed to depriv** t he rieiehlNiurliood oft h'* security it afTi.nls. 
The eountrv rouiul Sihaml I>iz.ik is min li mor» open. The Io«-al 
chiefs to.i, likf* S.inlar Bhul.tm Ivisiil of Sih .md Sardar Abdullah 
Kli.in of |)iz;ik. are in**!! of n*s]H'i-tahihty ami import.im-e. who, 
if nunle responsible, should Im* allle to 
exclmle unauthorised per.-ons fnun finding 
refiip* in th* ir country. Sardar .\b luUah Khan is nominally tin* 
chief of .ill tlie Per-iainli-strict-s. from .bilk t • fr.ifsh.in. that border 
on Mikran. But the B.iinpU'ht. fraf'lian. .Ma^a'^. .md Kuliak 
jieoph* are pr.icticallv inde|>emh*nt of him. 

The I‘obtical Ae. iit ami his party arriveil at Oizak on the 
27th F' hruarv. ami buiiitl th** Sart ip emh*avoiirinir t.i-ubdiie three 
h*rt>. cc.. Siirjo ami Sh.islun held by Mir .Mi .Muhammad ami 
his brother Mir Bairam Kli.in. ami B.ikshan le*hl hv tlieirc'in- 

fe<li*rate tfliulam Miihaminul. Tie* tin. fort.s Ix tween them 

Could mu>ter sorm* 3i 0 hi'litiiii: men. and tie* fleb mler.'- wer*- in 
pi».s>es«ion of Sixteen B. B. rifles, sever.il M. B. rifles .md smooth 
ImiH's of ob.oilete military p.itl.rn, ami .il.iree numher of m.iti h- 
liH-ks, Snrjo .iml Shastnn are half a mile apart. Bik-han 
stamls by itself a mile ,in*l .v lialfaw.iv. Ibaind .iboiif e o h fort 
t!if*re is a vill.iee, in whieh tin* inh.ilulanis *>1 tin’ heiehlHiuriiij; 
d.lte-^.roves hild fortified 1 hellLSelveS. .illd Were lll.lkine common 
cuiisf* with the rein*! .'sanl.irs. 

Ali ^^llh.lmnl.-ld and Bairam .ire B.ir.iiizais. a small triK* of 
Afghan oriiiin. They are conin'.t d hv rn rria^e with tin* N.io- 
shirw.mis, and tlnuinh not as pi.wrful as .‘sardars Abdullah Khan 
and tduilam Basul. th<‘y Ind.l a |>ositi«>n of -..nn* importance in 
Persi.m M.ikr.m. They havi*a younger brotln*r, iiameil .'Nruhamm.id 
.\inin, who with Heyeral of their men took p.irt in the Kantd.ir 
voi. 111. z K 


The above text, which originates from a 1907 work by the British Raj government titied 
Frontier and overseas expeditions from India, is aiso usefui.^® 


https://archive.orq/details/frontieroverseas03indi/paqe/256/mode/2up 
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The Great Famine & Genocide in Iran: 1917-1919 


24 Chapter 7'm o 

despite the difncuities in Iraq, the British had dl^q^utched Brigadiei-Cieneral Sir 
Percy M Sykes to Iran Sykes landed m Bandar Abbas in mid-March 1916. at 
about the same tunc as the Russian capture of Isfahan 1 Iis ostensible task was to 
set up a so-called "Persian force" for the maintenance of "law and order” in stmth 
Iran The "Persian force" w as to be named the Soutli Persia Rifles, paid for and 
officered by the Bntish But the fact that he had hmded at Bandar Abbas instead 
of Bushire or some other British stronghold indicated that his immediate task was 
to gain control of Kennan us w ell as parts of southeast Iran 

Shortly after Sykes arrival in Bandar Abbas in March 1916. the former go\ - 
cnior-general of Tars, Qavam-ol-Molk. assisted by British arms and artillen. . had 
departed Hushia* for Shiraz In a battle near the town of Lar. QaNam*ol-MoIk*s 
force had decisively defeated the outgunned Persian gendarmes after which the 
door to Shiraz was open Shortly after his victor> at Lar, Qa\ ain-ol-Molk was 
killed in a hunting accident and was succeeded by his 2K year-old son. Ibrahim 
Qa\ am. who had entered Shiraz and had inflicted vengeance on those who had 
driven his father from Shiraz m November 1915 Similarly m Kennan matters 
had come to a head shortly after Sykes' atriN al m Bandar Abbas I’he emboldened 
pro-British faction in Kerman had di.sarmcd the gendarmes and the nationalists 
Some 60 (Jermans and Austrians who had fled Kerman were stxm captured by 
Qa\ am and impristmed in Shiraz With Shiraz and Kerman so "liberated". Sykes 
had received reinforcements, including Indian artilleiy. which arrived in Bandar 
Abbas in April 1916 

On May 17. 1916. Sykes and his newly amved force set ofl’for Kennan and 
entered the city on .lune 12. 1916. Upon arrival in Kerman. Sykes had discovered 
and arrested the former Turkish ambassador to Afghanistan who had remained in 
the city The detained former ambassador and a Swiss national were dispatched 
to Bandar Abbas to be taken to India for mtemment As below descnbcxl. m May 
1916 the British had dispatched a force from India to the southeastern comer of 
Iran for the purpose of subduing the tnbes of the region En route the prisoners 
had been rescued and set free by fighters belonging to these tnbes The British had 
immediately sent additional forces from India, but w ere unable to find and capture 
the escaped prisoners As below described, they had set about "puni-shing' the 
unfortunate tnbes in the summer of 1916. 

The establisluncnt of the so-called Hast Persia Cordon m the summer of 1915 
w as noted above Matters in southeast Iran came to u head in the summer of 1916. 
The news of the Bntish debacle on April 29. 1916. at Kut-ol-Amara m Iraq had 
emboldened the Tangestanis who had again attacked the British in Bushire. kill¬ 
ing several olTicials and trvHvps In addition, the .Sarhadi tnbes located near the 
Ixirder with India had attacked the British lines of communication linking India 
with Bigand The Bnli.sh had responded quickly In May 1916. the Bntish had 
repeatedly attacked the Sarhadis. seizing the village of Khash. the tribes' head¬ 
quarters. dt*stroycd their crops, seized their livestock, and forced them to .submit 
In .lunc 1916. as noted above, hostile tnbesmen had .set free the former Turkish 


Iran in World i!ar I 25 

ambassador to Afghanistan who was in Bntish custody and en route to Bandar 
Abbas In response, the British had landed a force near the port of (ioatr in Iranian 
Baluchistan, and during .hiiy 12 to 19. 1916. had attacked the Dammam and Yar 
Mohammad Zaii tribes The British had inflicted heavy casualties on the tribes, 
seized their livestock and had forced them to pay reparation In September 1916. 
the townof Said Abad. cast of Kerman, had been seized by the tribesmen who had 
earlier set free the Turkish Ambas.sador to Afghanistan The British had attacked 
and occupied the town m (Xitobcr 1916 But the ambassador remained at large 
rhiis by the fall of 1916. southeast Iran was under eft'ectivc British occupation 
and the so-called Hast Persia Cordon ran from the Sea of Oman to the Ru.ssian 
btirder 

I laving set in motion the establishment of a brigade of South Persia Rifles in 
Kennan. Sykes and his force departed for Yazd on July 28, 1916. and amved in 
Yazd on August 14. 1916 Sykes' sojourn in Yazd was verv’ brief because there 
w as alreadv a sev ere food shortage, and Sykes claims that news hud reachcxl him 
that the Turks and their Iranian allies intended to attack Isfahan and drive out the 
Russians Marching iHi. Sykes amved m Isfahan on September 11. 1916. A few 
days later, extensive Anglo-Russian celebrations were held in Isfahan to mark the 
forced departure of the tw o allies from Isfahan the previous year The celebratorv' 
gun fire had tcmfied the inhabitants of Isfahan who did not know what was hap¬ 
pening The Anglo-Russian celebrations and amity notw ith.standing. the Rus.sians 
had made clear to Sykes that thev' regarded Isfahan and Yazd as part of the Rus¬ 
sian zone of Iran I laving overstayed his welcome. Sykes and his force left Isfah¬ 
an in late September 1916. and minle a triumphal entrv into Shiraz on Nov ember 
11. 1916 He was greeted by the new governor-general Fannan-Famia who had 
arrived in October 1916 Almost to the day one year prior, the British consul and 
nationals in Shiraz had been arrested and imprisoned The timing and sv mbolism 
of Sykes’ arrival in Shiraz was not lost Moreover, by the lime of Sykes' arrival 
in Shiraz in November 1916. the British occupation of the si>uthem half of lire 
counlrv' was complete, and the British controlled the va.st area from India to Iraq 
Subsequent events only consolidated that control 

Meanwhile, in addition to occupying Shiraz. Kerman, and southeast Iran, 
the Bntish had dispatched additional forces to Khuzj.stan in Augu.st 1916. and 
in October 1916. Cieneral Sir F S. Maude, commander of the British forces in 
Mesopotamia, had visited Ahwaz and the oil fields and had further increased Bnt¬ 
ish forces in Khu/istan in November 1916 In December 1916, these forces had 
made a "circular tour" of the province Clearly, the British w ere taking no chances 
before re.suming their adv ance towards Baghdad in December 1916 

Failuri: of riiF Turkish Offensivf: in Westf:rn Iran 

On March 3. 1916. it was noted, the Russians had occupied Kermanshah. and on 
March 12. 1916. they had captured Karind Thev resumed their oflensive in early 
May and captured Kasr-i-Shmn on May 7. 1916. and invading Iraq, thev' captured 


The above text comes from Mohammad Gholi Majd’s 2013 book The Great Famine & 
Genocide in Iran: 1917-1919.^^ 


https://books.qooqle.nl/books?id=5WqSAAAAQBAJ 
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Map 


Based on the above text, i render the approximate boundaries of quasi-independent Iranian 
Balochistan as follows: 


Khai 



In a video of mine that i released in April 2020, Muhammad Umar Khan's rebellion: Every 
Month, i had underestimated the extent of this Kingdom due to limited information.^^ 


https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=9snicvCMZGw 
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After World War I 


Reginald Dyer had defeated the tribes of Iranian Balochistan in 1916, and the British thereon 
fully occupied the region. The British withdrew from Iranian Balochistan in March 1924, 
returning it to its Status quo ante bellum of being a Persian vassal state.^® 

Balochistan would be fully integrated into the Persian government following a military 
campaign that lasted from 1928 to 1935.^® 


— https://www.iranicaonline.orq/articles/baluchistan-ia 
https://bloas.harvard.edu/mesh/files/2008/06/baluch saizmani .pdf page 4 

https://fa.wikipedia.orq/wiki/t^i 3^ -v .fll" U .ij ^ 
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